Name ___________________________________
Performance Task:  Argumentative Essay
Directions:

You will be writing an argumentative essay either supporting or opposing a topic of your choice.  In five paragraphs, you are to introduce the topic, present your argument while also acknowledging a counter claim, and provide reasons and evidence for both obtained from research.  You must use parenthetical documentation for all quoted and paraphrased information and include a Works Cited page.  Remember: you are arguing for your topic/opinion while showing both points of view. 
Paragraph 1:  Introduction (Attention-Getter + Thesis Statement)




· State your claim
· What is your argument?  Tell your reader in a clear, but “attention grabbing” way!

· Summarize your 2 “pros” and 1 “con.”
· No first-person may be used.
Paragraph 2: Body paragraph one


· Support your claim with your first piece of research evidence.
· Explain this evidence with your first warrant.
One notecard necessary for first warrant; source information on back for Works Cited page!
Paragraph 3: Body paragraph two


· Support your claim with your second piece of research evidence.
· Explain this evidence with your second warrant.
One notecard necessary for second warrant; source information on back for Works Cited page!
Paragraph 4: Body paragraph three


· What is the counter-argument? (This is your “con.”)
· Explain one counter-claim/evidence; use research evidence if necessary.
One notecard necessary for counter-argument; source information on back for Works Cited page!
Paragraph 5: Conclusion




· Final statement

· Restate your claim and 2 “pros” and 1 “con” in an original way.

· Make a final statement.  Consider what you want your reader to remember!

CLAIM = the point you are trying to make/argue

EVIDENCE = facts that support your claim (Hint: important quotes from outside sources (articles).)
WARRANT = explains how your evidence supports your claim
COUNTER-CLAIM = the opposing view point’s opinion

Additional Requirements: 

· (3) claim/counterclaim notecards with source information stapled to finished paper!

· Your final draft MUST BE word-processed.  MLA Formatting, including in-text citations and Works Cited page.
· Your essay must have a title.
· No first person pronouns. That includes “I” “Me” “We.”

· Audience: Teens

· Final Draft Due:  Fri., Mar. 20, 2020  
Argumentative Writing Checklist—Common Core Performance Task

1- MLA Set up/Format

_____

2-Font size 12



_____

3-Margins 1”/Pagination

_____

4-At least five paragraphs

_____
5- Introduction (Attention Getter)
_____

6-Thesis Statement


_____

7-(1st) Pro Body Para.


_____

8-(2nd) Pro Body Para.


_____

9-(1) Con Para.


_____

10-(3) Notecards


_____

11-In-Text Citations (3)

_____

12-Works Cited Page


_____

13-Spelling/Punctuation

_____

14-No First-Person


_____

15-Grammar/Sent. Structure

_____

